[image: image1.jpg]O F

WOMEN'’S BUSINESS CENTERS

ASSOCIATI ON

Q




Appropriations 2010-2011

The AWBC Leadership and Public Policy Committee have been working diligently to increase the federal appropriation levels for the WBC program.  Working with Members in both the House and the Senate Small Business Committees as well as with the Finance and Appropriations committees, we consistently articulate our policy and advocacy strategy and message points.
	 
	In January, we again submitted our request for funding in the amount of $30M. 

The rationale for increased funding is based on the increased demand for WBC services and products 

and the critical role WBCs play in revitalizing our economy throughout communities in the USA! 

The request details an increase for funds for 95% of existing WBC's, 3.3 % new WBC's and 

1.6% for program certification. The unbeatable ROI of 14 to 1 that WBCs return to our economy 

remains significantly higher than many other federally funded programs. $30,000,000 

total request, $28,500,000 for existing WBC's: 114 WBCs at $250,000 each: $1,000,000 for new Women’s 

Business Centers and $500,000 to support the AWBC’s commitment for capacity building/best practices/

and “certification” for WBCs


In November 2009, through our Call to Action, we effectively communicated with the

AWBC membership regarding the opposition to HR 1838 which attempted to threaten 

our permanent legislation. You will recall that we, along the Senate, defeated similar activity in May 2009. 

.


Amidst changing administrations, trying economic times, budget and funding reductions and consistent push-back, AWBC's advocacy and public policy efforts continue to return positive results for WBCs and their funding levels. In 2007, WBCs received $12.5 million; in 2008, WBCs received $13M; in 2009 WBCs received $13.75 million and in 2010 WBCs received $14 million.


The work we do every day is making a significant difference in the lives of small business owners, especially women, nationally. Because of our efforts, we are able to provide them with the critical skills, knowledge, tools and support necessary for them to grow strategically. We also are the outstretched hand and the beacon of hope for their bright future.  Priceless.
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