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WBC Leaders In The News 





Hedy Ratner  receives  Diversity Leadership award


Five WBC receive Citi Aspen Program awards





 “Visionary. Indefatigable. Inspired and inspiring. Hedy Ratner is all of these,” said Deputy Provost  Warren, “Her tireless efforts to achieve a better society have a national impact in advancing opportunities for women- and minority-owned businesses. An activist for women’s issues for more than 30 years, Hedy has long been involved in spearheading initiatives to enhance women’s economic power. For  more:  �HYPERLINK "http://chronicle.uchicago.edu/090126/diversity.shtml"�http://chronicle.uchicago.edu/090126/diversity.shtml�


WBCs receive 2009 Citi Microenterprise Researchers Program awards    The Citi Aspen Intern Program is a 12-week internship program that exposes 15 graduate students to the microenterprise development field in the U.S., while helping microenterprise development programs collect high-quality client outcomes data.   WBCs receiving the award were:                                   *Business Outreach Center Network, Brooklyn, N.Y.                                      *South Carolina Community Enterprise and Women’s Business Center,  *Women’s Economic Ventures, Santa Barbara, Calif.                                                   *Women’s Enterprise Development Center, White Plains, NY                      *Women’s Initiative, San Francisco, Calif. 


For more: �HYPERLINK "http://fieldus.org/MicroTest/citi.html"�http://fieldus.org/MicroTest/citi.html�                      �
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 As we all know, there is a new administration in the White House, along with – 


as I mentioned in my inaugural December column – new leadership in the Senate and House Small Business Committees, and impending new political appointees in the U.S. Small Business Administration. But there were also state and local races across the country last year, and thus new officials taking office in nearly every state, city, town, and township as we begin 2009. 





It’s important to meet your newly elected local officials, or to reacquaint yourselves with long-time incumbents, too – as they may have new staff people who need to know who you are and how your women’s business center fits into the fabric of your community. Developing ongoing relationships with state and local officials is important in the best of times, and is even more critical these days: when budgets are being trimmed at all levels, strong relationships with elected officials can keep your public sector support from being too severely slashed. For Julie’s top suggestions for getting ready to meet with your state and local officials GO TO :   � HYPERLINK "http://www.runmyclub.com/AWBC/Resources.asp?RID=1" ��http://www.runmyclub.com/AWBC/Resources.asp?RID=1�


To get details on these great topics!


Refresh your ‘brag pieces’:  


Know your numbers:  


Once is not enough:  


Ask not what they can do for you:   


Good luck and happy relationship-building. And � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_New_Year" ��Gung Hay Fat Choy�!


~ Julie Weeks


Next issue: The wide world of women’s business associations – who they are and how you can and should connect with them for the betterment of the women’s business ‘movement.’


Information Links:


Local Government Resources List, on usa.gov: � HYPERLINK "http://www.usa.gov/Agencies/Local.shtml" ��http://www.usa.gov/Agencies/Local.shtml� 


National Association of Towns and Townships: � HYPERLINK "http://www.natat.org/" ��http://www.natat.org/� 


National Conference of State Legislatures: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncsl.org/index.htm" ��http://www.ncsl.org/index.htm� 


National League of Cities: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nlc.org/" ��http://www.nlc.org/� 


National Urban League: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nul.org/" ��http://www.nul.org/� 


State Government and Politics Resources (University of Michigan Documents Center):


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/state.html" ��http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/state.html� 


U.S. Conference of Mayors: � HYPERLINK "http://www.usmayors.org/" ��http://www.usmayors.org/� 
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Weeks on Women


Julie Weeks is President and CEO of Womenable, a research, program and policy development consultancy whose mission is to enable women's entrepreneurship worldwide. She is co-chair of AWBC’s Public Policy Council and an AWBC member. 





Yes We Can:


Tips on Connecting and Communicating


for Political Clout











AWBC School Presents!





􀂾 Innovative WBC Programs


Learn about 3 unique WBC programs from the centers that offer them! 


February 26 at 3pm Eastern.


For info and registration go to http://www.runmyclub.com/awbc/eventcalendar.asp


_______________________________________________


DID YOU MISS A CALL?


Members can download the recordings for free! Go to http://www.runmyclub.com/awbc/Resources.asp?RID=1
































AWBC School Presents!


Innovative WBC Programs 


February 26th at 3pm,Eastern


For info and registration go � HYPERLINK "http://www.runmyclub.com/awbc/eventcalendar.asp" �http://www.runmyclub.com/awbc/eventcalendar.asp�


____________________


Did You Miss A Call?


Next week all calls will be available for downlaod


http://www.runmyclub.com/awbc/Resources.asp?RID=1














Got an idea for the AWBC.biz newsletter? Email rita@awbc.biz
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Whole-New-Mind-Right-Brainers-Future/dp/1594481717/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1232829927&sr=1-1" �A Whole New Mind: Why Right-Brainers Will Rule the Future�


:“People want to know that you care, before they care what you know.”  In Daniel Pink’s book we are challenged to consider a new way to look at our work, talent and future.  Pink suggests the new forces shaping the Conceptual Age are: Abundance, Asia and Automation.  The book suggests rather than us being left or right-brainers it is the use of both, collectively, that moves us from a world of data or analysis to a world of conceptual thinking or synthesis.  If we increase our skills of observation and listening, if we heighten our abilities of display design, story, symphony, empathy, play and meaning we will transfer from a world of data and knowledge (the what) to a world of being (the “so what”).  Our life will be of engagement or invitation for others to join in our stories rather than one of data collection and report.  We will move to “high concept” - the ability to create and “high touch” – the ability find joy in self and elicit joy in others.   We are challenged by Pink to learn how to “tell stories” and call upon our artistic – right-brain” perspective to move to a state of creativity and invention. For more: � HYPERLINK  \l "_Hlk95561971%094,2877,2993,0,,%13%20HYPERLINK%20%22http://www.runmyclu" ��� HYPERLINK "http://www.runmyclub.com/AWBC/Resources.asp?RID=1" ��http://www.runmyclub.com/AWBC/Resources.asp?RID=1��

















 University of Chicago Awards Hedy Ratner the 2009 Diversity Leadership award     During his remarks at the commencement of Martin Luther King Jr. Week, University of Chicago’s President Zimmer announced Hedy Ratner as one of three inaugural recipients of the University’s Diversity Leadership Awards. Ratner has made it her life’s work to support and impact women’s rights. She is the co-founder and co-president of the Women’s Business Development Center, the country’s largest, oldest and most comprehensive women’s business assistance center.











Sharon’s Book Corner


Sharon O’Donoghue, Executive Director of the Central Indiana Women’s Business Center and the  AWBC Board Chair, shares what she's been reading














