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Meeting  

Date:    July 15, 2009   

Place:  Four Points Sheraton 
10655 Katy Freeway 
Houston, TX  77024  

Time:  5:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m.  

JULY 
TOPIC 

Dr. Lila Carden of Houston  

Baptist University 

“Hot  Careers in a Volatile  

Economy”  

Please RSVP for the  

July Meeting by going 

to www.awchouston.org,   

click on the Event Calendar  

to register.  

$30 Guests 

$25 Members  

Light dinner included  

Please RSVP or cancel by  

July 14, 2009 
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BI-MONTHLY JOUNAL OF THE  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
While we strive to deliver projects that are 
on time and on budget, Catherine helped 
us to understand the importance of the right 
products being delivered to generate the 
maximum benefits to the organization's 
strategy and stakeholders.  She explained 
the use of iPPM which is about doing the 
right projects and therefore ensuring that 

the end product; does indeed sup-
port your organizations strategic 
objectives. Thanks Catherine!  

We have more exciting speakers 
targeted for our upcoming monthly 
meetings.  To obtain the most up 
to date information, please logon 
to our website at 
www.awchoston.org

 

to get details 
and to register.  We look forward 
to seeing you at a future monthly 
meeting.  They are held on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month; except June and 
December.  

Last but not least, thanks to our dedicated 
board who provided their time and talents 
during the 2008-2009 fiscal year.  I appreci-
ate all of your volunteer efforts during one 
of the most challenging economic environ-
ments we have seen and I look forward to 
serving as the Immediate Past President for 
the upcoming fiscal year.  Congratulations 
to the new 2009-2010 board that will begin 
their term in July 2009.   

God Bless and Thank You for the Opportu-
nity to Serve!  

Brenda K. Williams, PMP 
AWC President 2008 - 2009 
president@awchouston.com 

Members and Friends of AWC:   

Good News!  The AWC Executive Commit-
tee has decided that even though we do 
not have the sponsorship to hold the an-
nual Gala this year, we don’t want to miss 
the opportunity to help deserving students 
excel by providing a limited number of 
scholarships.  Consequently, 
applicants selected will be con-
tacted and will be awarded at 
the upcoming July meeting.  As 
this meeting is in the planning 
stages, please check the AWC 
website at www.awchoston.org

 

to get details and to register.  
These students need our sup-
port, so please plan to attend.   

Thanks to our April and May 
Speakers.  In April Janet 
Jones a global Program Man-
ager at Shell Oil Company shared her talk 
entitled “Sacred Cows make the Best Bur-
gers”. Sacred cows according to Janet are 
those who are afraid to abandon what 
once made them successful.  As a result, 
she explained that today's organizations 
are confronted with making room for crea-
tive ideas and new thinking in order to 
grow.  Consequently, the best way to make 
room for the new, is to remove the old. And 
to remove the old, you have to have some 
lessons learned. During the meeting, Janet 
shared the top 10 Things she learned.  
Thanks Janet!  

In May, Catherine Cagan-Brown of 
Stanley Project Management Associates 
shared her insights on "Integrated Project 
Portfolio Management (iPPM) - Aligning 
Projects with Strategy".  

Houston Chapter 
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Hot Careers in a Volatile Economy 

“Hottest Careers of 2009, Career Strategies, and Career Resources”  

Dr. Carden is an Assistant Pro-
fessor in Management for the 
School of Business at Houston 
Baptist University.  Dr. Carden 
is also the Interim Chair, De-
partment of Management and 
Management Information Sys-
tems.  Her research interests 
include human resources with 
a focus on career paths, career 
development and project man-
agement.  Publications and 
professional presentations 
have included work in the fol-
lowing areas: career develop-
ment, training and develop-
ment, leadership, and project 
management. 

Prior to her transition into aca-
demia, Dr. Carden had a suc-
cessful career in the corporate 
arena having worked in several 
industries including energy, en-
vironmental and accounting 
consulting.  

Dr. Carden earned a BBA in Ac-
counting from Texas A&M Uni-
versity, MBA in Finance from 
University of Houston and PhD 
in Human Resource Develop-
ment from Texas A&M Univer-
sity.  She is a Project Manage-
ment Professional certified by 
the Project Management Insti-
tute.  

Get Them While Their HOT!    

With recent layoffs, bankruptcies and mergers, the landscape for 
career opportunities has changed dramatically for the seasoned 
professional, entry-level job seekers, and the college intern.   This 
explosive economy has turned the job market on its head stimulat-
ing the emergence of hot careers in 2009.    

Where competition is tough and career prospects are few, today’s 
job seeker cannot afford to leave their career advancement oppor-
tunity to chance.  Each must employ new career strategies to 
achieve success.    

Dr. Carden will explore emerging careers of 2009, career strate-
gies and career resource options available to assist with defining 
your career path and achieving your career goals. 
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Upcoming Meetings 

AWC News  

This newsletter is 
an excellent way  
to  network with 
your fellow AWC  
members, and is a 
way to let them 
know who you are, 
what you do and 
what you are up to.  

Use the newsletter 
to place personal 
and  business 
news, include your 
business card,   
Thank You ads, and 
more!  

The submission 
deadline is the last 
Monday of each  
month.    

Email newsletter  
information to:    

newsletter 
@awchouston.org 

Aug 2009

  

Sebastian Francis 
SAIC Corporation 

Sept 2009

  

TBD 

AWC Tips 

Q: I want to invite a friend to this month’s meeting, because I 
think they would enjoy the topic.  What is the easiest way 
for me to invite them to join me?   

A: You have two options: 
· Go to the Event Calendar and click on the event you want to 

invite them to attend.  Click on the button at the bottom of the 
screen that says “Tell a Friend” and fill out the information, so 
they will receive the invitation. 

· Forward your event invitation to your friend or colleague with a      

description of the event, and they can click on “Register 
online for this event” to attend the event..  

If you have questions about Run My Club that you think oth-
ers are asking as well, please submit your questions to 
JWhiteheadAWC@gmail.com

 

and the question and answer 
will be published in the next newsletter. 

Run My Club Tip of the Month 
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2008 Gala Sponsor Spotlight: 
TEXAS INSTRUMENTS, INFOSYS 

APB PROJECT MANAGEMENT, LLC, and 

PROACTION CAREERS  

2008 Gala Sponsors 

HEWLETT PACKARD 
SYSCO 

ACCENTURE 
SMITH 

XO COMMUNICATIONS 
U of H COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 

LYONDELL 
AJILON 
SHELL 

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS 
INFOSYS 

PROACTION CAREERS 
QUEST CHARITY FUND 
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Texas Instruments (TI) designs and manufactures analog technologies, digital signal processing (DSP) and mi-
crocontroller (MCU) semiconductors. TI is a leader in semiconductor solutions for analog and digital embedded 
and applications processing. 

Infosys Technologies Ltd. (NASDAQ: INFY) was started in 1981 by seven people with US$ 250. Today, we are a 
global leader in the "next generation" of IT and consulting with revenues of over US$ 4 billion.   

Infosys defines, designs and delivers technology-enabled business solutions that help Global 2000 companies 
win in a Flat World. Infosys also provides a complete range of services by leveraging our domain and business 
expertise and strategic alliances with leading technology providers. 

Founded in 1996 by Marilyn Sander, Proaction Careers is backed with years of industry experience. Proaction Careers pro-
vides top-notch positions in Sales, Energy, IT Technology and Engineering along with great client support.   

Proaction Careers is a personnel firm specializing in recruiting for clients requiring additional Information Technology, Energy 
and Engineering personnel. The firm also provides Career Guidance and Planning services for career advancement for its can-

 

APB Project Management, LLC 

          “Everything PM from A to Z”  

P.O. Box 131778 
Woodlands, TX  77393 

info@apbprojectmanagement.com 
www.apbprojectmanagement.com 

APB Project Management, LLC is a training and coaching leader specializing in project management. We offer 
strategies to assist with public and private special projects by providing guidance including planning, schedul-
ing, budgeting and training to help you maximize your scarce resources of time, people and money. 

We provide services to individuals, corporations, organizations, and religious institutions.  The company offers 
support in industries spanning from construction, energy, information technology, healthcare, education, aero-
space, and food services to career and individual life planning.  APB helps you do it right! 

http://www.apbprojectmanagement.com
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Quotable 
Quotes!  

Have you ever been in 
the process of preparing 
a presentation and 
wanted to include a 
great quote that would 
really bring your point 
home?    

This article series gath-
ers quotes from many 
sources and includes 
them here for your use.    

Do you have any  
quotable quotes?    
If so, please send them 
to the newsletter  
committee by the last 
Monday of the month.  

“It’s never too late to be 
who you might have 
been.” 
— George Elliot  

“The gem can not be 
polished without friction, 
nor man perfected with-
out trials. 
— Chinese Proverb  

“A man is not finished 
when he is defeated, he 
is finished when he 
quits. 
— Richard Nixon 

Membership News 

The Houston Chapter of the Association of Women in Computing March meeting was held at 
The Four Points Sheraton Hotel on I-10 & Beltway 8.    

We had two meeting speakers:  Robbie Mac Iver gave insight on an alternative methodol-
ogy, Agile, to help re-tool your career and Jonet Edwards Miniel from one of the largest 
school districts in Texas (HISD) who presented information on alternative teaching certifica-
tion.  We have uploaded many of their handouts and links onto our website for your reference.   

AWC March Monthly Meeting 

Learning 

 

Food & Fun 


